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Message from the Chapter President—
Cody Hatzenbuhler
Greetings! My Name is Cody J. Hatzenbuhler and I’m the
New President of the North Dakota Chapter of The Soil
and Water Conservation Society. I would like to thank
you all for this opportunity to serve you for the next two
years as President.
Here is a little history about myself for those of you who
do not know me. I grew up on a small grain/cattle farm
north west of Mandan on the Morton and Oliver County
Line. I graduated from Mandan High School in 1999 and
had been active in 4-H and FFA early on. After high
school, I attended BSC in Bismarck for 2 years to receive
my Associates in Agronomy. After BSC attended DSC in
Dickinson and earned a BS degree in Agriculture and a
Minor in Business.
During summer months in college, I worked in the agronomy world at the local co-ops.
After college, I worked for the USDA-NRCS as a soil conservationist stationed in various
locations throughout North Dakota over the 15 year time frame. I found out I liked soils
and working with farmers on the conservation needs. The exciting times were when the
cover crop movement and the SOIL HEALTH craze kicked in across the state. In 2017 I
teamed up with some professionals in North Dakota that are working on a new technique
of soil testing procedures. Also, I started an agriculture company PAN AG that performs a
wide variety of services; crop consultation, cover crop sale and design , seed sales, liquid
feed/mineral and soil stimulate.
I would like to mention a few of the exciting happenings with the ND Chapter. Planning
committees are busy working out the details for the Good Bug II Workshop scheduled for
late spring in North Dakota, August 15 (Grand Forks) and August 16 (Carrington). Also the
Counsel Representative are working on the annual meeting going to be located in Fargo,
North Dakota and the topics are going to be around Soil Erosion, this meeting will be held
in the month of October. Date will be announced soon.
After all, we are here to represent the desires if the membership and we most definitely
want your input in this organization. I’m looking forward to the next few years serving as
your President.

Warm Regards;
Chapter President
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OFFICER SPOTLIGHT— Tania Nanna
Council Representative 2017 –2018

Tania Nanna has been a member of the SWCS for
10 years and is currently serving as a Council representative. She first joined the SWCS Louisiana
Chapter in 2008 where she served as Secretary/
Treasurer from 2011 until 2013. Tania graduated
from NDSU in 2005, with an MS in both Computer
Science and Soil Science. Returning to ND in 2013
with the USDA-NRCS she now works as a Designated Conservationist.

NEW OFFICER SPOTLIGHT— Chris Kappes
Council Representative 2017 –2018
I grew up in Streeter, North Dakota and is a graduate of
North Dakota State University with a degree in Sports and
Urban Turf Grass Management. I currently work with Agassiz Seed & Supply out of Mandan, ND as the Representative that covers, Western ND, Western SD, Montana and
Eastern Wyoming. Prior to my employment at Agassiz
Seed in 2010 I was coaching in the NDSU Athletic Department. I worked in the Grain and Ag Supply Industry and
was a superintendent at a community golf course. During
college, I worked on the grounds crew for the FM
Redhawks baseball team, the grounds crew at the Fargo
Country Club, and grounds crew for the Minnesota Vikings.
I help in the local community back home either at the annual Buffalo Supper and donating time at the golf course
helping with mowing and tournaments. The NDSWCS gives
me a great opportunity to continue to help share and learn
more information on conservation of the soil, water, and
related natural resources.
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North Dakota Envirothon takes on
National Competition in Maryland
High school students across the state took part in the
18th Annual North Dakota State Envirothon, taking
place May 10-12, 2017, at Crystal Springs Camp near
Medina, N.D. The 2017 competition’s current issue was
“Agricultural Soil and Water Conservation Stewardship”.
Envirothon gives students a glimpse into the world of
natural resources professionals. Having these science
professionals at the students’ fingertips allowed the
competitors to see the wide breadth of careers available
for scientists.
The Envirothon is a problem-solving natural resource competition for high school students. Teams consisting of five members in grades 9-12, from a school, organization or club, study in the areas of prairie/forestry,
soil, water, wildlife, and a current environmental issue. Team members demonstrate proven concepts of
hand-on education combined with the excitement of effective educational tools, which will help our schools
to nurture environmentally aware students and meet the immediate need to teach more environmental natural resource education.
This year top honors went to the Bismarck High School
Team 1, comprised of Hope Burdolski, Garrett Havelka,
Tanner Jochim, Sarah Vadnais, and Sam Wolf. The team
went on to compete at the national competition in
Emmitsburg, Maryland at the end of July 2018. In addition to interactive tours, workshops, and a trip to Washington, D.C., competitors had the opportunity to meet
students from all across the US, and parts of Canada, and
China. The Bismarck High team took 24th overall at nationals and tied for 1st in the Soils Test.
Valerie Smallbeck coached Bismarck High School’s team, named Team 1. Smallbeck works hard to make sure
her students are at the top. “I schedule weekly study sessions in which I tutor them through important
ecological concepts. During some of these study sessions, I ask experts from different fields of study to come
in and work with the students,” Smallbeck said.
The 19th Annual North Dakota Envirothon will be held May 9-11, 2018. This year’s current issue is “Western
Rangeland Management”. If you’d like to get involved, volunteer, or donate to the ND Envirothon, contact
Dane Buysse, State Envirothon Coordinator at ndenvirothon@gmail.com.
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72nd Soil & Water
Conservation Society
National Awards

Amanda Brandt
Commendation

Dr. Larry Cihacek
Outstanding Service

Josh Dukart
Harold & Kay Scholl Excellence in Conservation

Justin Zahradka
Harold & Kay Scholl Excellence in Conservation

Bismarck Plant Materials Center
Merit
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Annual Meeting Recap
This year's program was titled
"Farming for Sustainability: Back
to The Roots", with conservation
topics including integrated livestock, holistic management, cover crops, biological farming, and
soil health. The conference had
119 total attendees, 68 of whom
were students and 15 attendees
who were SWCS members.
Professionals from all across the
scope of conservation attended the meeting: researchers, consultants, agronomists,
conservation planners, soil scientists, educators, and students. In addition to
notable researchers and innovators from around North Dakota, the event allowed
the local chapter to showcase some of its officers as guest lecturers. Having the
opportunity to share their expertise and passion for sustainability strengthened
the integrity and credibility of the
chapter and its membership.
The program explored the direction of
modern agriculture, from “our roots” to
where our efforts today will lead
sustainable agriculture in the future.
One memorable quote from Darrell
Oswald, a presenter and an innovative
rancher from Wing, ND, stated,
“There is no era of agricultural
‘greatness’ to which we must return.
The best of American agriculture is
still to come”.
This quote resonated through
entirety of the conference.

the
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Annual Meeting Recap (cont)
A panel comprised of Bismarck
State College students and faculty
was organized for the end of the
conference; these students are the
future of agriculture that Oswald
alluded to. This unique panel
facilitated discussion about current
issue topics, supported learning for
the students, and fostered
communication between these
future agriculturalists and the
resource professionals in attendance. Audience members asked a wide array of
questions, ranging from students’ farming backgrounds to career aspirations,
struggles they face to outlook on the future.

PPaagg ee 1100

MIR Spectrometry of Soils Takes Off
in North Dakota
North Dakota NRCS State Office now has a mid-infrared (MIR) spectrometer
for predicting properties of soils from their spectra generated from the
spectrometer. This unit is a prototype for others tentatively planned for
USDA-NRCS Soil Survey Regional Offices across the county. Initial training on
model development and use of the MIR was provided by Rich Ferguson,
Chemist, from the Kellogg Soil Survey Laboratory (KSSL) in Lincoln, Nebraska
in January 2018.
With the use of the MIR, soil properties such as soil texture (percent clay, silt,
and sand), total carbon including inorganic and organic carbon, cation
exchange capacity, total N, pH, EC, 15-bar water (permanent wilting point)
can be reliably predicted because of intense, fundamental molecular
vibrations in soil constituents in the MIR range (4000-600 cm-1). Currently,
models are being developed using ND soils located at the KSSL and their
spectra. Goal is to have a series of models for each MLRA region across ND
for better predictions of soil properties.
MIR spectrometry will save time and cost associated with conventional soil
analysis, and in North Dakota, will be used to help assess soil quality/soil
health, while facilitating soil survey and other soil investigations to
understand North Dakota soils.

Preparing a sample for MIR scan.
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Did You Miss Our ‘Good Bugs’ Workshop
Last Year?

Good news!
The ND Soil and
Water
Conservation
Society,
partnered with
the Xerces
Society, NDSU
Extension
Service, USDANRCS, and the
Soil and Water
Conservation
Districts, will be
holding two
more Good Bugs
workshops in
2018!
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* Website —> www.ndswcs.org
* FACEBOOK
* GOOGLE+
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